
Summertime!
When we hear of the months of July 
and August we think of vacation, 
swimming and enjoying the 
outdoors. We might think of Canada 
Day when our nation turns 155 
years old! Perhaps on Canada Day 
each of us can say a short prayer 
thanking God for the freedom we 
enjoy in this great nation of ours. 

On July 15th we celebrate the feast 
of St. Bonaventure, the patron saint 
of our Parish. He was a Franciscan 
priest, a theologian and philosopher. 
He was also named a ‘Doctor of the 
Church’. The name Bonaventure 
means ‘fortunate one’ and we are 
truly blessed to have this great man 
as our patron Saint. 

August offers a continuation of what 
the Church calendar describes as 
‘Ordinary Time’.  This does not mean 
that it is a time that is dull, boring or 
routine.  It derives its name 
from the Latin 
word for 
numbering 
as, until 
Advent, 
the 
Sundays 
and 
liturgical 
weeks 
continue to 
be 

numbered.  Far from being ordinary, 
August is a time when, in Canada, we 
continue celebrating summer and 
holiday time for our young people.  
Not only does summer weather 
make it special but also two great 
feast days, the Transfiguration on 
August 6th and the Assumption of 
Our Lady, body and soul, into 
Heaven on August 15th.  
Contemplating the two great feasts 
provides us with a glimpse of the 
reward that awaits us all when we 
finish our earthly life. 

St. Theobald
This saint was born of a wealthy and 
noble family in France in the year 
1033 . From a young age Theobald 
had a strong faith. His father 
suggested that he marry and offered 
him a high position in the army but 
Theobald refused. He announced that 
he had a strong desire to renounce 
the world and became a hermit with 
his friend, Walter, in order to 
dedicate their lives to God. The two 
friends built a hermitage consisting 
of two cells in a forest in 

Luxembourg. Walter and Theobald 
got jobs as labourers and lived on 
very simple meals. They spent 
many hours in prayer.  

They relocated to Italy because 
people in nearby towns started 

bothering them. Sadly, Walter died 
two years later, but Theobald 
continued living a very simple life 
devoted to prayer and sacrifice. 

In time, 
others 
joined him 
in his 
hermitage 
and a local 
bishop 
made him 
a priest. 
Numerous 
miracles 
occurred 
that were 
attributed 
to 
Theobald. 
As his 
fame 
spread, his parents hurried to be 
with him. 

Theobald contracted a very painful 
and repulsive illness in which every 
limb was covered in ulcers and sores. 
He died at the age of 33. 

We celebrate his feast on July 1st 
and he is the patron saint of farmers, 
winegrowers, shoemakers and those 
suffering from  afflictions associated 
with the eyes, dry cough, infertility 
and panic attacks.   

We wish a happy feast day to all 
those who celebrate their Saint’s 
day in May.  We pray your patron 
saints watch over you and guide 
you as you strive to be good 
people like them.

ST. PETER IN CHAINS 

This feast is celebrated on August 1st and 
honours the chains with which St. Peter was 
confined in a Jerusalem prison before he 
died as a martyr. 

King Herod Agrippa put Peter in chains 
while he was in prison in order to gain 
favour among the people. All of the Christian 
people in Jerusalem joined in prayer in order 
that Peter be released.

One night while Peter was sleeping, a bright 
light filled his prison cell. An angel appeared 
to Peter and told him to rise quickly and 
with that, the chains dropped from Peter’s 

wrists! Peter obeyed the angel and followed 
him. They miraculously passed through two 
sets of guards and the gates opened easily. 
When they entered the city, the angel 
disappeared.

Peter proceeded to go to the house of Mary, 
the mother of John Mark, where some of 
Jesus’ disciples were gathered in prayer. Peter 
told the men what had happened to him 
and they brought him to a safe place.

Peter was imprisoned a second time in 
Jerusalem and the authorities took no 
chances. They assigned two guards to watch 
over Peter and bound him in his cell with 
double chains. Again, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to Peter and released him from 
the chains!

Once freed, Peter spread the Gospel to 
those in present day Syria and then to Rome 
before he suffered death by crucifixion.
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Did you know…
The chains today are exposed for 
veneration in the Basilica of San Pietro 
in Vincoli, on Rome’s Oppian Hill. 



St. Camillus De Lellis
Camillus de Lellis must have made an 
intimidating nurse. Six foot, six 
inches tall and powerfully built, a man 
who had been a solider and a 
compulsive gambler, he did not look 
like the nurturing type. Yet the 
Patron of Nurses, revolutionized 
health care in 16th century Italy. His 
hospitals were scrupulously clean, the 
hospital kitchen served healthy meals 
and the nursing staff were trained 
medical professionals. 

Camillus had learned about hospital 
mismanagement while working odd 
jobs in the wards of San Giacomo 
Hospital in Rome. San Giacomo was 
typical: the food was foul, the hygiene 
was virtually non- existent, and 
patients with contagious diseases 
were placed beside those with simple 
injuries- an arrangement that led to 
soaring mortality rates. 

Camillus felt he could do better. More 
to the point, the city desperately 
needed more hospitals, especially for 
those who 
were unable 
to afford 
medical care.  

He began by 
renting a 
house in a 
questionable 
part of town 
and turning it 
into a tiny 
hospital 
where the 
poor were 
treated free of charge. In his 
burgeoning establishment, Camillus 
put into practice his novel ideas about 
medical care. The wards were well 

ventilated, patients received healthy 
meals and contagious patients were 
quarantined. As Camillus’s reputation 
for charity, sanctity and common 
sense spread, other men volunteered 
to help. They formed a new religious 
order for priests and brothers 
dedicated to treating the poor. In 
1930, Pope Pius XI formally named 
St. Camillus de Lellis patron of 
nurses.  

St. Camillus de Lellis, pray for all those nurses 
working the front lines of our healthcare system. 
They are burdened with hard work, long hours, 
and seeing the suffering of the sick and dying. 
May they continued to be blessed by God with 
persistence, love and charity for the sick and 
those in need.

St. Tarsicius
St. Tarsicius was a Roman acolyte or 
altar boy during the age of 
persecution. The primary source of 
Tarsicius’ life comes from Pope 
Damasus I (who 
reigned from 366-384) 
who told his story in 

the inscription for 
the boy-martyr’s 
tomb. After Mass had 
been said, in one of 
the catacombs 
outside Rome, the 
priests gave the 
consecrated Host to 
Tarsicius to deliver 
to imprisoned 
Christians awaiting 
martyrdom. The 
priests assumed the guards would 

be less suspicious of a boy, rather 
than a man, visiting the prisoners. On 
the Appian Way, Tarsicius 
encountered a group of pagan boys 

and men. From the way Tarsicius 
kept his hands under his clothes, they 
could tell he was hiding something. 
The guards asked to see what he was 
guarding, but the boy said “no” or as 
St. Damasus put it, he refused to 
“surrender the Sacred Body of Christ” 
to rabid dogs.  

  When the boy continued to refuse to 
show them what he had hidden, the 
mob got angry. They beat him with 
clubs and pounded him with stones. 
When he finally collapsed, he fell 
facedown to protect the Blessed 
Sacrament, and the mob kept beating 
him. Within a few moments, Tarsisius 
was dead. The men surged forward to 
see what Tarsicius was hiding.They 
rolled his body back and searched his 
hands and clothes, but they found 
nothing. The Host that Tarsicius had 
given his life to protect, had 
vanished! 

The Christians of Rome retrieved the 
Martyr’s body and 
buried it in the 
catacomb of St. 
Callixtus on the Appian 
Way, not far from the 
place where he had 
been killed. Today the 
relics of St. Tarsicius, 
the martyr of the 
Blessed Sacrament, are 
enshrined in Rome’s 
Church of San Silvestro 
in Capite. He is 
considered the patron 

of First Communicants along with 
Blessed Imelda Lambertini.  

CANADA DAY PRAYER

Eternal God, 

whose reign extends from sea to 
sea and whose care endures 

throughout the ages, hear our 
prayers for our country: 

grant wisdom to those who govern 
it and respect for human life and 
dignity to every citizen, so that 

justice may flourish and all peoples 
live in unity and peace. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen

Feast Days to Remember 
Canada Day  

      July 1
St. Theobald      

      July 1
St. Camillus De Lellis             

     Jul 14
St. Bonaventure             

     Jul 15
St. Peter in Chains      

      Aug 1
St. Tarsicius           

   Aug 15


